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Dear Readers,

Various 2015 world university
rankings have testified to the well-
known fact that Palacky University
excels in science. Cutting-edge
research in an entire spectrum

of disciplines, the increasingly
international nature of our
academy, the steadily widening
network of our partner academies,
humanitarian activities in favour of
the needy, as well as close contacts
with our alumni across the globe.
The combined effects of all these
factors helped Palacky University
to rise in the prestigious and highly
esteemed Times Higher Education
World University Ranking and US
News & World Report Ranking. As
one shepherding a major Central
European academy, the results
bring joy and satisfaction.
Needless to say, our prime has

yet to come. The English issue of
UP Zurndl, however, covers some
other achievements but | hasten to
add: In 2015, we have done so much
more.

Jaroslav Miller
UP Rector

cover — Faculty of Science
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Development of New
Drugs and Diagnostics:
Hope for a Better Life

To understand the underlying causes of cancer, infectious, and
inflammatory diseases and to develop future medicines and di-
agnostics - this is the mission of the Institute of Molecular and
Translational Medicine (IMTM), which develops excellent basic and
applied biomedical research in Olomouc. The journey leading to
the chance for patients with often fatal diseases is, however, a mar-
athon journey, landscaped with millions of molecules, thousands of

exacting experiments and endless hours in the laboratory.

The principle of molecular medicine is in
finding answers to the basic question: How
does the human body work in health and
in illness? “We study diseases in terms of
their pathogenesis, aiming toward the very
basis of what is the cause of the disease.
When you understand the cause, you can
suggest correct treatment, or the most suit-
able diagnostics. On the molecular level,
there is a potential targeted treatment that
will fight the disease with the best proba-
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bility and efficiency,” explains Maridn Ha-
jduach, Director of the IMTM.

It is a study of diseases that may have
similar mechanisms, so similar types of
therapy or diagnostics may be applied.
“Diseases resemble each other on the mo-
lecular-cellular level more than it seems.
A similar pathophysiology can be found in
a variety of diseases, only details or the lo-
calisation of the process may differ,” adds
Hajduch.

text & photo:
Velena Mazochova
repro:
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1. Immunohistochemical detection of
the antibody Phospho-Rb (Ser807/811)
(Cell Signalling) on a paraffin section
of human tumour tissue. Tenfold mag-
nification.

2. Demonstration of an Aspergillus
mould in paraffin sections of immuno-
suppressed lungs of a rat (histologic
coloration by Grocott staining). Ten-
fold magnification.

3. Immunohistochemical detection of
the antibody Rb (4H1) (Cell Signalling)
on paraffin section of human tumour
tissue. Tenfold magnification.

4. Demonstration of an Aspergillus
mould in paraffin sections of immuno-
suppressed lungs of a rat (histologic
coloration by Grocott staining). Twen-
tyfold magnification.

5. Hematoxylin—Eosin staining of a par-
affin section of immunosuppressed
lungs of a rat, infected by an Aspergil-
lus mould. Twentyfold magnification.

6. Histological Grocott staining of a par-
affin section of immunosuppressed
lungs of a rat, infected by an Aspergil-
lus mould. Twentyfold magnification.

The transfer of information from ba-
sic research to the patient is the task of
translational medicine. “It is a closed cy-
cle called the ‘bench to bedside and back
approach’. It transfers the needs of clinical
medicine into research, and at the same
time it transfers projects that have relevant
outcomes in research and may satisfy arel-
evant medicinal need into the validation
phases of clinical studies as soon as possi-
ble — called ‘proof of concept’. This allows
answering the question whether the cho-
sen path isright or wrong,” says the IMTM
Director.

Discovery: It begins with

a molecular target

During the development of new drugs,
the IMTM scientists focus on the first two
stages: drug discovery and preclinical re-
search, which ends shortly before the first
administration of the drug to human sub-
jects. There are six research programmes
for this purpose, starting with research of
the molecular basis of diseases and mo-
lecular targets. “In order to have well-tar-
geted drugs and good diagnostics, we
must know our target. The first steps lead
to its detection and identification — of the
proper gene, protein or mechanism,” de-
scribes Hajduch. “For example, once Prof
Bartek’s (the programme leader’s) group

“I appreciate that the
study of mechanisms on
the molecular level is used
for the pursuit of potential
preventive effects of new
molecules. Besides, the
IMTM is not acting alone
at Palacky University - its
research activities are
linked with another two
research centres at the UP
Faculty of Science.”

Prof Jitka Ulrichova

IMTM Science Director and
UP Vice-Rector for Science
and Research

finds a new key protein or gene, active in
the repair of nucleic acids, we can launch
screening for identification of substances
that are able to inhibit this molecular tar-
get, or to activate it. It depends on what the
specific disease requires.”

Such discoveries in the area of the mo-
lecular basis of diseases facilitate find-
ing possible medical strategies which are
within the competence of other research
programmes. One of them is Medici-
nal Chemistry, in the area of which large
groups of chemists from the Czech Re-
public and abroad are collaborating, send-
ing substances to Olomouc to have them
tested for biological activity. The extensive
chemical library in the IMTM currently
consists of 120,000 compounds, occupy-
ing a chemical space of roughly 15 million
molecules. “Other research groups then
investigate how complicated the com-
pound is to prepare or its pharmacologi-
cal properties. The chemical structure has
to be very often further modified and op-
timised for future medicinal application,”
adds Hajduch.

According to him, the main contribu-
tion of the IMTM research groups and pro-
grammes is in the close connection and
continuity of their R&D activities, allow-
ing the management of all key phases of
the development of medicinal products.

theme

“In order to have a competitive advantage
against the rest of the world, we need yield
from our combination of knowledge, in-
terdisciplinary research, and unparalleled
technologies. Excellent basic research is
a necessity, but there is no guarantee that
the findings will have practical applica-
tions,” sums up Hajduch.

A good example of a complete research,
from discovery to phase 1 clinical trial, is
fenretinide, a drug with a potential use in
the treatment of cystic fibrosis. It is able to
partly regulate a metabolic disorder which
is accompanied with vulnerability to cer-
tain types of infection that are eventual-
ly the cause of death for patients with this
serious disease. Olomouc scientists de-
veloped fenretinide in collaboration with
their colleagues in Canada, where the eval-
uation of a phase 1 clinical trial has been
completed in 2015 with very encouraging
results.

Personalised medicine

and tailored drugs

The development of drugs in the IMTM
is closely connected to the research of bi-
omarkers — molecular indicators used in
in-vitro diagnostics — diagnostics in lab-
oratory conditions. The goal is to develop
biomarker assays, or ‘biomarker test kits’,
used to identify specific diseases. >
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In the last two years, the
IMTM has had 174 publications
in impact journals, with

a cumulative impact factor

of 764. Some of them were
published in prestigious
journals such as Cell and
Nature Cell Biology. The IMTM
was launched in 2012.

The IMTM infrastructure is
equipped with cutting-edge
technologies and essential
devices used in bioinformatics,
biostatistics, genomics,
proteomics, cell biology, and
animal models.
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“For example, a special kit recently de-
veloped in our laboratories and certified for
use in the European Union allows testing
for the Her-2 gene amplification in high-
ly degraded samples of breast carcinoma.
It means that a patient with such amplifi-
cation will receive a special treatment that
may resultin full recovery for some of these
women,” explains Hajduch.

By means of biomarkers, it is possible to
identify a group of patients who are most
likely to have a therapeutic response. “It is
the principle of ‘treatment for the right pa-
tient’—which I have been trying to promote
in the Czech Republic with Prof Vladimir
Mihal, Head of the Children’s Clinic at the
UP Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry and
the Olomouc Teaching Hospital since the
1990s. Such a treatment is maximum pa-
tient-friendly, has minimum side effects,
and higher probability of therapeutic re-
sponse. It works as a magic bullet — the
drug hits a corresponding molecular target
inthe tumour. The target, in order to be hit,
has to be present in the tumour tissue, and
this is why it is necessary to be examined
with an appropriate biomarker,” explains
Hajduch. “Personalised medicine and tai-
lored drugs make it possible for the pa-
tients to receive what is best for them at the
moment. This approach will undoubted-
ly dominate in medicine one day, because

administering drugs to targeted patient
groups increases the efficiency and safety
of the treatment. This principle is quickly
spreading from oncology to other branch-
es of medicine.”

Taking the lead

The array of successful research activi-
ties includes a number of new diagnostic
methods within a broad spectrum of can-
cers. For instance, Olomouc scientists de-
velop new biomarkers for identification of
cancers of the colon, ovaries, prostate, and
upper gastrointestinal tract — stomach, oe-
sophagus, and pancreas. “Pancreatic can-
cer is almost always deadly, with a very
short life expectancy — less than five per-
cent of the patients survive for five years
or more. The only chance for cure is a very
early diagnosis. We also search for possi-
bilities of earlier diagnosis of lung carcino-
ma, which can only be treated in the early
stage, too,” underlines Hajdtch. These fas-
cinating projects bring together research-
ers and their colleagues from the Surgical
Clinic and the Tuberculosis and Respira-
tory Disease Clinic in Olomouc. New bi-
omarkers are identified by means of tu-
mours transplanted from the patient to
a mouse with suppressed immunity. “The
tumour and its treatment thus may be stud-
ied on the level of the whole organism, with

Head of the Institute

of Molecular and Translational
Medicine is one of leading
experts in the research

of treatments and molecular
ontology in the Czech Republic,
docent Marian Hajduch. He

is the author or co-author of

a number of scientific works
and patents in the area of
basic and applied biomedical
research. He is also the
chairman of the Board of
National Directors of the
European Infrastructure for
Translational Medicine (EATRIS-
ERIC).
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the prospect of finding new diagnostic and
therapeutic possibilities.”

Very promising are the programmes to
screen brain tumours, infections, and oth-
er pathological processes. “Our colleague
Milo$ Petfik works on screening of insid-
ious Aspergillus infection, which may be
life-threatening for patients after bone
marrow transplants. We also investigate
screening of brain tumours, which will be
further used in collaboration with the Co-
penhagen laboratory of Jiti Bartek in his re-
search into brain tumours,” says Hajduch.

One of the important prerequisites for
a successful translational research is to
identify in advance the potential problems
in the patients before their treatment be-
gins. This has been confirmed by a recent
discovery of a new mechanism how can-
cer cells resist the olaparib treatment. This
drug was approved in 2015 for patients
with a hereditary type of ovarian cancer. “It
was evident that there is a great medical fu-
ture for olaparib and similar drugs and that
it will very important to monitor the ways
in which cancer cells will resist it. Last
year’s publication of Prof Bartek’s team
in the journal Cell identified one of these

The Institute of Molecular and Translational
Medicine, Faculty of Medicine and Dentistry,
Palacky University is a technological
infrastructure and platform for basic and
translational biomedical research. The IMTM
experts focus on six areas, divided into
individual research programmes led by top
Czech scientists:

Molecular Basis of Diseases and Molecular
Targets

Prof. Ji¥i Bartek (Cell Cycle and Cancer,
Copenhagen, Denmark,

Prof. Martin Petiek (UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry)

Medicinal Chemistry

Prof. Jan Hlavaé (UP Faculties of Science and
Medicine)

Prof. Vladimir Kral (University of Chemistry
and Technology, Prague)

Chemical Biology and Experimental
Therapeutics

doc. Marian Hajdach (UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry,

MUDF. Petr Dzubak (UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry)

Biomarkers - Identification and Validation
doc. Jiti Drabek (UP Faculty of Medicine and
Dentistry)

Prof. Zdenék Kola¥ (UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry)

Pharmacology and Toxicology

Prof. Jitka Ulrichova (UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry)

Prof. Pavel Anzenbacher (UP Faculty of
Medicine and Dentistry)

Translational Medicine

Prof. Vladimir Mihal (UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry,

Prof. Jiti Ehrmann (UP Faculty of Medicine

mechanisms, which enabled us to look for
ways how to go round this resistance. In
other words, you need to have a solid lead,”
explains Hajduch.

No false hope

The demanding research work requires
knowledge and erudition as well as im-
mense patience and endurance, thus being
a permanent challenge for scientists. De-
spite many blind alleys that are often the
outcome of basic research, “It is a compli-
cated, yet for most of us a very intriguing
and exciting process. You have to be really
keen on science to be willing to go through
what it takes,” confirms Hajdtch.

It also involves the responsibility for
more or less real expectations on the side
of the patients that are heard from even
beyond the walls of research labs. All of
the news in the media about a discovery
or a promising treatment are always fol-
lowed by a flood of letters — patients asking
for help. “We’re trying to give our patients
hope, but it cannot be false. Our goal should
be deepening all our knowledge that makes
their lives better and longer — and this is the
vision we’re working on,” says Hajduch.

and Dentistry)

One of the most important
experts in the IMTM is the

most cited Czech scientist in
Biomedicine and an alumnus

of the UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry, Jifi Bartek, who
is also Head of the Genome
Integrity unit at the Danish
Cancer Society Research Center
and works in several prestigious
European research laboratories.
His team has currently made
significant achievements in the
treatment of brain tumours.
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UN at UP - International Students
in the Role of Diplomats

Palacky University received a prestig-
ious offer to host a Model United Na-
tions conference, a simulation of U.N.
committees. For the second time, Olo-
mouc became the place where students
from all over the world tried on the shoes
of diplomats.

The Model United Nations conference
is regularly organised and to a large ex-
tent sponsored by the National Collegiate
Conference Association from the United

New Course at the Faculty of Theology:

Friars to Friars
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States. It takes place every spring in New
York in the headquarters of the United Na-
tions. Europe hosted this event for the first
time in 2010 in Olomouc, while the second
occasion took place in November 2015.
The model conference was attended by
300 delegates.

“It is the most prestigious model of
U.N. proceedings in the world. The priv-
ilege to organise this conference beyond
the U.S. territory is a token of much ap-

preciation and trust. The choice of Olo-
mouc is definitely based on our success-
ful organisation of the first conference
here. Equally important have been the
achievements of our delegations at New
York conferences, where our students
regularly participate thanks to the sup-
port of Palacky University, bringing back
home awards for their papers and perfor-
mance,” said Jifi Lach, Dean of the UP
Faculty of Arts. (map)

Anew course at the Sts Cyril and Methodi-
us Faculty of Theology is designed for
members of monastic orders and congre-
gations. A series of lectures and workshops
brought together 80 participants from the
Czech Republic and Slovakia.

The public course Friars to Friars
was created on the occasion of the Year
for Consecrated Life, announced by
Pope Francis. Lectures and workshops
will be held by representatives of mo-
nastic orders and congregations among
the Dominicans, Franciscans, Premon-
stratensians, the Salesian Society, and
Jesuits.

This novelty, offered by the faculty with-
in the Lifelong Education Programme,
met with significant interest. The two-day
meetings of friars will take place monthly
in Olomouc until April 2016. (mav)



Deans: Milan Kolar Re-lnaugurated at the Faculty
of Medicine and Dentistry. The Faculty of Law Senate
Elects Zdenka Papouskova.

The inauguration ceremony at the be-
ginning of October 2015 confirmed Mi-
lan Kolar as Dean of the UP Faculty of
Medicine and Dentistry, elected into
his second term in office by the Aca-
demic Senate. The re-elected dean de-
livered his vision for the next four years
as a complex of activities in education,
science and research, and treatment and

Dean of the Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry, Milan Kola¥ (left),
and new Dean of the Faculty

of Law, Zdenka Papouskova
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prevention. “Our goal is to make our
graduates capable of taking any medi-
cal specialisation. At the same time, our
graduates must be able to be concerned
with the personality and needs of the pa-
tient as much as with the disease,” em-
phasised Kolar.

The UP Faculty of Law will be chaired
by Dean Zdenka Papouskov4, as the mem-
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bers of the faculty’s Academic Senate de-
cided in mid-October 2015. “I hope to con-
tinue in the work of my predecessor, who
has made significant progress possible for
our faculty. [ hope to take it further,” said
Zdenka Papouskova. She will replace Mi-
lana Hrusakova, whose second term end-
ed inJanuary, so she could not be nominat-
ed any more. (mav, eha)

Conference Seeking Answers to
Topical Questions in Obstetrics Today

Premature childbirth, screening of he-
reditary defects, and foetus monitoring
were among the themes presented dur-
ing the Moravian Conference of Mater-
nal-Foetal Medicine, which took place in
Olomouc in the autumn of 2015. The sev-
enth year of this international academic
event for physicians and midwives was
organised by the Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology at the UP Faculty
of Medicine and Dentistry and by the De-
partment of Midwifery at the UP Faculty
of Health Sciences.

The academic meeting was attended by
more than 400 participants from the Czech
Republic and Slovakia. The programme
consisted of lectures by experts from
Moravian and Czech obstetrical institutes
who specialise in the healthy development

of the mother and child during pregnancy
and after childbirth.

“The conference involved a whole range
of themes in maternal-foetal medicine
and obstetrics, including care of the preg-
nant women as well as the foetus, post-na-
tal care, and care of the newborns. For ex-
ample, the problem of sepsis in midwifery
and the use of ultrasound scanning dur-
ing childbirth were discussed,” said Marek
Lubusky from the Department of Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology in Olomouc. “We
always try to reflect upon the most topical
questions and issues in our programme,
taking into consideration also the respons-
es and wishes from previous participants,”
explained Martin Prochazka, Head of the
Department of Midwifery at the Faculty of
Health Sciences. (mav)
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Successful Robotically-Assisted Surgery at the
Department of Urology

The team of authors from the Department
of Urology at the UP Faculty of Medicine
and Dentistry was awarded the Best Vid-
eo prize at the Central European Meeting
of the European Association of Urology
in Budapest. The awarded video was a re-
cording of a surgical removal of kidney car-
cinoma assisted by a surgical robot, con-
ducted by experts from the UP Robotic
Centre in the Olomouc Teaching Hospital.

The awarded video entitled “Robot-
ically-Assisted Partial Nephrectomy”
captures the course of action of the Olo-
mouc team during the surgical solutions
following difficult localizations of a kid-
ney tumour. “Thanks to modern meth-
ods such as ultrasound, computer tomog-

raphy, and nuclear magnetic resonance,
more than fifty percent of kidney tumours
up to four centimetres in size can be di-
agnosed. Tumours of this size may be re-
moved by means of the robotic system,
while the rest of the kidney is saved,” said
Vladimir Student, Head of the UP De-
partment of Urology and a member of the
awarded team.

This “kidney-friendly” surgery has the
benefit of a precise surgical intervention
and many more advantages. The surgery
time as well as patient’s hospitalisation
and convalescence are shorter, and the
loss of blood, postsurgical complications,
and the extent of side effects are also de-
creased. (mav)

Certificate

Natural Scientists Hear Lecture by Chemist Peter Sadler
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A one-of-a-kind event in the Czech Repub-
lic, the Rudolf Zahradnik Lecture Series,
taking place under the auspices of the Re-
gional Centre of Advanced Technologies
and Materials (RCPTM) at the UP Fac-
ulty of Science, hosted another foreign
top-class scientist. Peter Sadler from the
University of Warwick presented new pos-
sibilities in cancer treatment by means of
non-platinum transition metal complexes.

“The lecture series are meant to intro-
duce important personalities in global sci-
ence, and Prof Sadler is undoubtedly one
of them. He is one of the leading repre-
sentatives of bioinorganic chemistry. His
research delves into organometallic com-
pounds and their unique mechanism of an-
ti-cancer activity: in comparison with com-
monly used platinum complexes, they may
be more efficient in treatment of a large va-

riety of tumours, with fewer side effects,”
said the RCPTM Director Radek Zboril.

Sadler presented his research from the
last 15 years. “Fifty percent of cancer pa-
tients are treated with platinum-based
drugs. This treatment is however associat-
ed with resistance, so we need to search for
drugs on different bases. Hence we exper-
imented with other transition metals such
as osmium and iridium,” said Sadler, the
author of more than 500 publications, with
more than 21,000 citations.

The lecture series has hosted a number
of outstanding scientists in Olomouc, such
as Josef Michl from the University of Colo-
rado, Andrey Rogach from the City Univer-
sity of Hong Kong, Patrik Schmuki from
the University of Erlangen-Niirnberg, and
Adi Eisenberg from McGill University in
Montreal. (srd)



Accreditation Ensured for Almost All Programmes
at the Faculty of Education until 2021

Study at the UP Faculty of Education has
been constantly popular among appli-
cants, however the UP Lifelong Education
Programme has met with enormous inter-
est.

“Since 2013 there has been a steady in-
terest for study at our faculty, and we reg-
ister almost 8000 applications annually.
We can guarantee the validity of our study
programmes, for the majority of our pro-
grammes have been accredited until 2021,”
said Cestmir Serafin, The UP Faculty of
Education Dean. The faculty’s share in the
UP Lifelong Education Programme is also
a sign of success: more than 6000 students
applied in 2014/2015.

“We have also improved in internation-
al activities. Presently we offer 38 accredit-
ed programmes in foreign languages, and
the numbers of incoming international stu-
dents as well as our students and teachers
studying and lecturing abroad are on the
increase,” added Dean Serafin. (map)

Czech Academic Games 2015;:
Silver for Palacky University Olomouc

A hundred medals and overall second po-
sition among all schools — this is the score
of Palacky University from the Czech Ac-
ademic Games in September 2015. The
home grounds might have been an advan-
tage, since the championship for Czech
university students was organised by a

team from the UP Faculty of Physical Cul-
ture. Participants competed in 22 sport
disciplines. In total scores, Charles Uni-
versity in Prague was at the very top, close-
ly followed by Palacky University. Num-
ber three, with a few-dozen-point setback,
was Masaryk University in Brno.

I Univerzita 3 lace
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UP representatives won over 100 med-
als, of which forty were gold. The majori-
ty of UP champions succeeded in athletic
and swimming disciplines, but they also
included the women’s floorball, handball,
and volleyball teams, plus Marek Talpa in
bowling.

“Gold medallists were awarded for
their successful representation of our uni-
versity with a special sport stipend (CZK
2000) for every gold medal. The most suc-
cessful UP athlete was a quadruple gold
medallist, the swimmer Michal Rubacek.
The most successful women were the fin-
swimmers Barbora Sladeckova, Markéta
Svozilova, and Zuzana Svozilova and the
athlete Andrea Holleyova — each gaining
three gold medals,” enumerated Vitézslav
Prukner, the coordinator of the UP team.

In addition to sports, the week-long
Games included an extensive accompa-
nying programme — parties, film projec-
tions, commented tours of Olomouc. At
the opening ceremony, the organisation
of the next Games was handed over to
Vice-Rector of the University of Pardu-
bice, which will host this largest Czech
academic sport event in 2016. (vim)
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of Antl-Cancer Substances
Discovered in Olomouc

After Olomoucine, Roskovitine, and Topoline, scientists from the
Centre of the Region Hana for Biotechnical Agricultural Research
(CRH) have discovered another group of substances derived from
cytokinins, plant hormones with a distinct anti-tumour effect. The
significance of their discovery has been confirmed by a recently
granted United States patent, which is an important step for com-
mencing the long journey for approval of a newly developed drug.

Olomouc scientists have managed not only
to discover this new group of substances
in plants, but also synthesise them. “The
U.S. patent protects the structure of the
substances as well as the method of their
preparation and their biological activity.
The substances are called cytokinin nucle-
otides and they show a broad spectrum of
anticancer effects,” said one of the co-au-
thors of the patent, Karel Dolezal from the
CRH.

Hundreds of experiments

The anti-tumour effects were verified in
vitro, in the artificial laboratory environ-
ment. “We happened to discover the an-
ticancer activity of these substances quite
incidentally, when we studied them as
growth plant stimulators. We had to syn-
thesise a large quantity of cytokinin nu-
cleotides. The most difficult part was per-
haps the preparation or precursors of these

10 zurndl 2016

molecules, needed for binding biological-
ly active amines. We managed to perform
this task in sufficient quantity and quali-
ty. And the subsequent reactions result-
ed in the production of target molecules
that had to be cleansed by chromatogra-
phy,” explained Marek Zatloukal, who
made a major contribution to the synthesis
of the substances. According to him, this
achievement was preceded by hundreds of
experiments performed by the scientists
during a period of approximately five years.

Long journey from effective
substances to drugs

Long is the path from the discovery of ef-
fective substances to approval of develop-
ment of a drug that helps patients. The U.S.
patent is also crucial in negotiations with
potential investors who would like to work
further with the substances and reach the
stage of clinical testing, for instance.

“Being granted a U.S.
patent is a big achieve-
ment. The whole procedure
took five years, was very
demanding financially, and
we had to submit a number
of proofs and refute many
opposing opinions.”

Lucie Plihalovad, CRH




“Being granted a U.S. patent is a big
achievement. The whole procedure took
five years, was very demanding financial-
ly, and we had to submit a number of proofs
and refute many opposing opinions,” ex-
plained Lucie Plihalova from the CRH. She
further added that the U.S. patent is also
a guarantee for foreign scientists that the
discovery has been verified and may be con-
sidered new and unique. Experts appreci-
ate it similarly, as proves the publication of
an article in the prestigious journal Nature.

The significant potential of these sub-
stances is also proved by the fact that the
U.S. patent was granted quite soon. The
process usually takes from eight to ten years.

Many applications of cytokinins

Cytokinins are plant hormones that regu-
late the cell cycle in plants. They are used
in agriculture and plant biotechnologies,

but they have a number of applications in
medicine too. The Centre of the Region
Han4, which is a joint facility of the Faculty
of Science at Palacky University, the Insti-
tute of Experimental Botany at the Acade-
my of Sciences of the Czech Republic, and
the Crop Research Institute, has already
gained several U.S. patents in the past.
Most of them, however, involved plants.
Some of the cytokinin derivatives with
anticancer activity, discovered by Olomouc
scientists in the past, have reached the
stage of clinical testing. The new substanc-
es promise to be even more effective in the
treatment of tumour diseases than Rosk-
ovitine, successfully tested at present. “In
addition to that, they combine more effects
in one molecule, for example anticancer
effects are complemented with immunos-
timulative ones,” explained another mem-
ber of the research team, Miroslav Strnad.
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UP Study Findings Contribute to More
Effective Treatment of Resistant Hypertension

An extraordinary advancement in the treatment of resistant arterial hypertension was
brought about by an innovative study of a team from the First Internal Clinic at the UP Faculty
of Medicine in Olomouc. Researchers supervised by Jan Vaclavik focussed on the effects of
spironolactone, a drug used for decades in the treatment of heart failure.

There is currently limited data on which
drug should be used in patients with re-
sistant hypertension. “Such patients use
at least three antihypertensive drugs, yet
the desired values under 140/90 mmHg are
impossible to achieve,” explained the main
author of the study, Jan Vaclavik.

Inorder toverifyits effectiveness, the Ol-
omouc team conducted a randomised clini-
cal trial, which enrolled patients who were
divided into two groups for eight weeks.
“The group of actively treated patients was
administered spironolactone, whereas the
control group received only a placebo. It
was shown that spironolactone is an effec-
tive drug and its adverse effects are mini-
mal,” said Vaclavik.

The UP Faculty of Medicine experts
were the first to conduct such a ran-
domised controlled trial with spironolac-
tone, and their findings have been recom-
mended by experts. “This has a significant

impact on common treatment — this drug
is now prescribed to patients more often.
Our findings have been confirmed in 2015
by another study in the United Kingdom,”
added Vaclavik.

There are approximately 316,000 peo-
ple suffering with resistant hypertension
in the Czech Republic; the numbers global-
ly are estimated at hundreds of millions. “If
these patients used spironolactone, it could
be expected that achieving better values of
blood pressure would protect them against
the development of myocardial infarction,
cerebrovascular accidents, and untimely
death,” Vaclavik pointed out.

The contribution of the Olomouc study
for clinical practice was confirmed by one
of the Discovery Awards, granted by the
Novartis company to researchers under 40
years of age who have contributed to a sub-
stantial advancement in the field of medical
and pharmaceutical research. (mav)

Discovery Award 2014 laureate, Jan Vaclavik, UP Faculty of Medicine
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Small Card Can Test
Contamination of Drinking Water

Sometimes, we all feel the
urge to test the quality of
water that we have to drink.
Such an idea has been,
however, difficult to realise,
as it is time-consuming and
expensive. The new discovery
made by chemists from the
Regional Centre of Advanced
Technologies and Materials
at the UP Faculty of Science
removes all such obstacles

and offers an elegant solution:

a small card that detects all
contamination in drinking
water, and in just a few
moments.

12 zurndl 2016

This simple tester allows the determina-
tion of chemical, as well as microbiologi-
cal, pollution. It will protect its user from
serious health problems caused by contam-
inated water. Olomouc scientists began the
development of this miniaturised system
approximately two years ago.

“Our system resembles an identity card
—alaminated card. You submerge into wa-
ter and then just wait for the result. Simi-
lar test kits analysing urine or pregnancy
tests can be purchased, so this drinking
water test could be made available to the
public commercially as well. You can use it
to monitor the quality of your tap water or
your own well,” said Jan Petr, the head of
the research team.

Minimal production costs

This “card” contains a system of channels
with sensors detecting the basic chemi-
cal parameters of the tested water. Micro-
biological indicators are represented by
another independent system of channels
where the cultivation of potential unwant-
ed microorganisms takes place. “The main
plus of this system is its complexity — it
analyses both chemical and microbiologi-

cal contamination. Another advantage is
also its low price, just a few cents. The ex-
penses are so low because the main materi-
als used in the production of our system are
paper and wax,” said Petr. The scientists
have already addressed companies that
may be interested in production.

Testing by smart phone

The development of the tester is not over
yet — the scientists hope to advance it even
further. UP chemists have been currently
working on the last step, which is providing
the test results by means of smart phones.
“The idea is that the user would only take
a picture of the testing card and then click
on the phone to receive information on
whether the water is potable. Our software
may even assess the degree of contamina-
tion,” added Petr. They expect the tester to
get to potential users this year.

UP scientists have been exploring such
miniaturised systems for detection of var-
ious substances for years. Together with
their colleagues in Germany, they have
found a way to detect the dangerous an-
thrax bacteria in its dormant form, as en-
dospores.



Ingeborg Fialova

German Studies

Reviewing her life and family fortunes, one
could learn much about the precipitous history
of Central Europe in the 20th century. The story
includes Germans, Czechs, Poles, the Holocaust,
deportation, emigration, homesickness, and
longing. But it also includes returnings, career,
friends, joy, and love.
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Ingeborg Fialova (b. 1961)

She graduated with de-
grees in Czech and German
from the UP Faculty of Arts
in 1986. A year later she
emigrated to the former Ger-
man Democratic Republic.
She worked at the university
in Saarbriick as an assistant
professor in the Arbeitsstelle
fur Robert-Musil-Forschung
and as a visiting lecturer

at the university in Klagen-
furt. In 1992 she returned

to Olomouc as an assistant
professor at the Department
of German Studies at the UP
Faculty of Arts. In 1998 she
became a docent; in 2003 she
was named a full professor.
She took an active role in re-
newing the department, and
was its chair for a number of
years. Together with her for-
mer teachers Lucy Topolska
and Ludvik Vaclavek, she
founded the Research Centre
for German Moravian Litera-
ture. She is also the founder
of Department of Jewish and
Israeli Studies — The Kurt and
Ursula Schubert Centre of
Jewish Studies.

Her fields of professional
interest include Prague
German literature, German
Moravian literature, and
literary expressionism. She
lectures and leads seminars
on various themes relating
to German literary history
and German literary studies.
She takes part in the organ-
isation of Olomouc Talks
(Not Only) on German, at
which she presents interest-
ing personalities for whom
German plays an important
role in their professional and
personal lives.

In 2007, she was the recipi-
ent of the Austrian Decora-
tion of Honour for Science
and Art. In 2010 she received
the Initiativpreis Deutsche
Sprache for her work at the
Research Centre for German
Moravian Literature.
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There is a chunk of Silesianness inside of
her, the temperament of people from Sile-
sia, from the area around Ttinec, the land-
scape between the hills, where nobody ever
had it easy. They speak Polish, German,
and “our own language” there. In addi-
tion, she carries within her the tradition of
an Olomouc patrician Jewish family. Rich
industrialists from the Hana plains. She
is proud of this mix, adding in the same
breath that it was not of her doing. “I think
that my ancestors lodged the legacy of
the old monarchy inside of me. The Sile-
sians on my mother’s side refused to define
themselves ethnically, unless they were
forced to by one of the terrorist regimes.
History marched through the Silesian fam-
ily—first Poles, then Germans, then the de-
portation of the Germans, then the Czech-
oslovak Republic.... And the Fiirsts? My
father’s family, wealthy Jews, who came to
Olomouc in 1848 and completely assimi-
lated. My grandfather, who perished in the
concentration camp, was baptised Catho-
lic.” In addition to these more or less con-
scious traces of history somewhere in her
soul, she was blessed with one absolute-
ly positive aspect — being bilingual since
childhood. “Both families spoke German
as their first language. Even though I grew
up in socialist Czechoslovakia, as a child
I spoke German with my grandparents —
and alittle bit of Polish, too. [ learned Czech
once [ got to school.”

Olomouc - Herzsache

She considers Olomouc as an affair of the
heart. For the Faculty of Arts is actually
where her parents met. As teachers, they
were sent to Rymarov. “I was four or five,
when my mother got divorced, and we
moved to western Bohemia, to Ostrava nad
Ohfi. My step-father was a Czech Brethren

minister, so | was raised as an evangelical.”

When it came to decide her major, she
chose Czech. Butin combination with what
else? It was easiest to study what she knew
best — German. She entered the UP Fac-
ulty of Arts at the beginning of the 1980s.
“A complete transformation took place —
[ got caught up in German, and Czech just
went its way...” When she speaks of teach-
ers who made an impression on her, those
whom she liked best — two names come up,
again and again: Ludvik Vaclavek and Lucy
Topolska. She remembers her studies fond-
ly, she found a group of similarly-minded
people who would meet in the popular stu-
dent wine bar at the time — “Studa¢” — to
debate, say, the finer points of the Old Tes-
tament. “It was the time when I got to know
who I really was, what I stood for, what
[ wanted out of life, who were my friends,
and who were my foes.”

Saarbriicken — Emigration

At the end of her studies, she considered
continuing in a doctoral programme in
what was then the German Democratic Re-
public, but disillusionment followed. What
she considered laughable at the start of
her studies no longer applied. “From what
[ heard, they had accepted me then so that
the regime could point to me and say that
even the children of ‘padres’ can study at
the university.” But in 1986 nobody need-
ed to use anybody as an example, and they
put an end to her prospects of further study.
“So I decided at that time that [ wouldn’t
stay here,” she says, remembering the mo-
ment when they ejected her from exams
on Marxism, forcing her to make a big de-
cision — emigration. Just a few months lat-
er, she really did leave. Partly legally, and —
as was common at the time — her departure
had a tragicomic flavour. At that time part



of her displaced family lived in West Ger-
many, and her grandmother could send her
an official invitation — which she did. And
then her grandmother came to Olomouc
for a visit. And died. In Olomouc. Inge thus
travelled through the Iron Curtain on the
invitation of a dead grandmother, and she
spent the entire journey in the train in trep-
idation that somebody would catch her out.
She only told a few people that she was not
coming back. “Not even my parents knew.
They would have tried to convince me not
to go.”

She spent the beginnings of her emi-
grée life with her relatives in a village in
the north of Germany. Pronouncing the
multisyllabic name of the village sounds as
cheerful as pouring a sack of rusty nails out
onto the ground. After a few months she
pulled herself together and decided that
she wanted to do what she could not do at
home — study. She arrived in Saarbriicken
after a chequered journey, and after many
twists and turns she finally managed to get
into the university and study German.

Olomouc - Return

When November 1989 came around, she
did not think twice about returning. Al-
though she had her own existence in Ger-
many, including a permanent employment
position, she decided to come back. To Olo-

"“This is now my big
theme - I'm fighting
to keep the German
language alive in
the Czech Republic.
It's a battle which is
worth it."

mouc, to the Faculty of Arts, to the Depart-
ment of German Studies. “I had the feeling
that if I were to do something academ-
ic, then the people to read it, to appreciate
it, would be here.” She took part in the re-
newal of the department, and was its chair
for a number of years. She remembers the
1990s as a time full of enthusiasm and en-
ergy. An unbelievably hectic time. “We re-
formed the study programme after the Ger-
man fashion and created an elite German
department, which at that time was far and
away the best in the country. We had help
from colleagues who came from Germany,
from those who wanted to change things,
and we also had Ludvik Vaclavek and Lucy
Topolska, who had the expertise and kept
the continuity.”

But not even the good will of German
Studies scholars the whole world over
could prevent what happened to German
— students were losing interest in the sub-
ject. The universal language became Eng-
lish. “This is now my big theme — I'm fight-
ing to keep the German language alive in
the Czech Republic. It’s a battle which is
worth it,” she says, and adds factually, “It
will never be a subject for the masses, and
German will never again be the lingua fran-
ca of Central Europe. That’s the truth.”

It bothers her that German is disappear-
ingas alanguage of the Academy. “As alan-

Ludvik Vaclavek

Professor Emeritus

Prof Ingeborg Fialova-Fiirstova started
her studies at the UP Faculty of Arts dur-
ing the time of Normalisation. She was
one of those students who met with
politically “discarded” teachers. After
her return from emigration she devel-
oped and expanded her intensive ac-
tivities, not only as a successful teach-
er and very prolific literary historian.
On her typical initiative, inherited from
the Fiirsts, came not only her founding
impetus (The Research Centre for Ger-
man Moravian Literature, the Depart-
ment of Jewish and Israeli Studies), but
also her adept and successful leadership
of the Department of German Studies
(13 years). Her “student temperament”
brings her close to students both under-
graduate and post-graduate; her “phil-
osophical world" brings acknowledge-
ment and admiration from colleagues
both here and overwhelmingly abroad.

guage of communication, of course it will
survive, that’s obvious. What bothers me
for instance is that there will be a congress
in Germany, where there are almostall Ger-
mans and a few Americans who dedicate
themselves to German themes, and they’re
speaking... English! In Germany today for
example the natural sciences are taught al-
most entirely in English. That means that
certain streams of knowledge and thinking
are disappearing — what is called Natur-
wissenschaften has a slightly different ap-
proach to the world than the Anglo-Amer-
ican version. And I am not even talking
about how studying Czech history without
a knowledge of German is practically im-
possible. It’s too bad, because when a lan-
guage disappears, a way of looking at the
world disappears with it.”

When asked how she sees herself, she
takes a sip of mineral water and an unex-
pectedly long pause. “I'm content. 'm con-
tent with how the department is running,
[ know that today it is not easy, and [ am
happy that our Research Centre for Ger-
man Moravian Literature is working. I don’t
think I am so competitive anymore, I've
calmed down, thanks also to my partner,
who gives me support. Suddenly [ have time
for projects, like the talks on German, for
teaching, which I love, for translating, for
reading.... Now [ have time for living life.”

Marie Krappmann
Department of German Studies

| got to know Inge Fialova well as a stu-
dent and as a member of her project
team, the goal of which was research
into German Moravian literature. The
result of that project is the Arbeitsstelle
fur deutschmahrische Literatur, a univer-
sity institution unique in Europe, which
has explored that theme throughout
a number of publications. Another pro-
ject initiated by Inge Fialova developed in
a similar way: The Kurt and Ursula Schu-
bert Centre of Jewish Studies. Today it is
a both an independent study programme
and a high-level academic institution, one
which already has a number of successful
projects and quality publications behind
it. In terms of academic experts, Inge Fi-
alova is, in the first place, one of the most
significant Czech German Studies scholars
today; and as her (by no means former)
student, | must emphasise that for her,
students have always occupied first place.
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Summer School for Chinese Students at the UP Faculty
of Education

Four dozen students from four Chinese
universities participated in the Summer
School of European and Czech Culture.
The four-week programme consisted of
courses in Drama Therapy, Music Edu-
cation, and Arts Education. The partic-
ipants had the opportunity to improve
their English skills, which impressed
Yuhang Zhou from Leshan Normal
University.

“In China, language is taught for the
sake of passing school tests, not for us-
ing in real life. I was able to learn a lot
here by playing various games, and
I’'ve improved my comprehension as well as pronunciation,” commended the stu-
dent from China.

According to Vojtéch Regec, Vice-Dean for International Relations, it was an innovative
pilot project. “We offered a selection of courses that can be studied in English.”  (map)

Peter Singer's Czech Debut Talk - at Palacky University!

Peter Singer, one of the world’s most eminent philosophers, had his first lecture in the
Czech Republic. He talked about his latest book The Most Good You Can Do and about
his previous bestseller Animal Liberation.

“lam proud that Peter Singer chose to lecture at Palacky University. Other Czech uni-
versities have not had the privilege,” said Head of the Department of Philosophy at the
UP Faculty of Arts, Tomas Nejeschleba. Some of Singer’s arguments and conclusions
one might argue about, but they cannot be ignored, pointed out Nejeschleba.

“We need to come to terms with his ethical requirements and be able to consider
them. They lead us to more profound reflections, most of which result in ethical ac-
tion,” added Nejeschleba.

Peter Singer, professor of Bioethics at Princeton University and the University of
Melbourne, is one of the personalities whose opinions are often controversial. He pro-
motes the ideas of effective altruism, advocates animal rights and promotes euthana-
sia, abortion, and terminating the lives of infants born with serious disabilities. (map)

16 zurndl 2016

Inspiring Project at the Fortress of Knowledge:
Do Not Repeat the Past!

Twenty-six years after the Velvet Revolution, the interactive museum Fortress of Knowl-
edge hosted a popularisation project “Communism Before the Fall”. The purpose was
to give an idea, by means of experiential education, about the everyday joys and strug-
s gles in the 1980s in socialist Czechoslo-
vakia. The project also cautions against
repeating the mistakes of our past. The
organisers, from the Guild of History Stu-
dents in Olomouc, also prepared a debate
on the theme of growing up in socialism
and performed dramatic adaptations of
speeches by communist statesmen and
personalities who dared to challenge the
regime openly. (ciz)

davslévo
JSE JAKESI
podoCeskem

Krystof Zlatnik in the role of the for-
mer General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of
Czechoslovakia, Milous Jakes.
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Cardinal Duka Calls for Joint Responsibility

The invitation by Palacky University was deemed by Duka as both an honour and challenge. “We could perhaps concur that from the
position of the Church, this is offering a hand... in order for us to be aware, in this country and especially at this time, that we have to take
aresponsible approach to our homeland, our culture, and our civilisation. We built it together, and despite all the catastrophic moments
that have been a part of our history, we are still here — and we can judge our history critically and truthfully, based on mutual respect,”

added Duka.

.

The topical continuance of the philosophical inheritance of J.L. Fischer and his era in Ol-
omouc — those were the themes of the 22nd lecture to honour the first rector of the re-es-
tablished Olomouc university, held by Cardinal Dominik Duka in the crowded Archbish-
op’s Palace in Olomouc.

Dominik Duka was welcomed to Olomouc by UP Rector Jaroslav Miller, who men-
tioned the cardinal’s contacts with Palacky University. “In the mid-1990s, until 1998, you
were giving lectures in Bible Studies at the Faculty of Theology. So welcome back to cam-
pus, Your Eminence,” he said in his address.

The Cardinal quoted several ideas of the first rector and placed them into the context
of social, political, and cultural development of the twentieth century — including two
world wars and two dictatorial regimes. In connection with the burning issues of democ-
racy and totalitarianism, he highlighted the ongoing validity of Fischer’s reflections on
the principles of the development of society. “He said that development is directed by the
principle of preservation and the principle of development. We seem to often forget today
that not only the progressive, but also the preservative, conservative approach is vital and
indispensable,” pointed out Duka.

(mav)

Pharmacologist Jan Strojil and Haematologist Vit
Prochazka - Fulbright Scholars in the U.S.A.

Vit Prochéazka, docent at the Department of Hae-
mato-Oncology at the UP Faculty of Science, be-
came a visiting scholar at the University of Min-
nesota since September 2015, as a grantee of the
Proshek-Fulbright Programme. His goal is test-
ing pilot data and hypotheses, elaborated with-
in multidisciplinary research of prognostic fac-
tors in the treatment of Hodgkin’s lymphoma on
acontrol group of American patients. “It involves
setting up a similar team, parallel to the one
working in Olomouc,” said Prochazka.

At the same time the clinical pharmacologist
and Chair of the Academic Senate of the UP Fac-
ulty of Medicine, Jan Strojil, took off for a scholar-
ship stay at the University of Southern California.
Thanks to the Fulbright-Masaryk Scholarship,
he will explore pharmacokinetic modelling of an-
tibiotic therapy in severely ill patients. “Such an
assessment is still relatively trivial in the Czech
Republic. The institute where I’ll work is one of
the best in the world,” said Strojil. Vladislav Ra-
clavsky, the first vice-chair, will replace him in the
Senate during the eight-month stay. ~ (mav, caf)
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into Palliative Care

British Expert Introduced Current Trends in the Research

Nancy Preston from the International Ob-
servatory on End of Life Care at the Univer-
sity of Lancaster was the keynote speaker
at Lecture Day at the Department of Nurs-
ing at the UP Faculty of Health Sciences.
The European expert, who specialises in
symptom control in the last year of life and
integrated palliative care, talked about the
development of nursing research in the
United Kingdom and introduced methods
and approaches that could be used in the
Czech Republic. She also mentioned special
guidelines that have been prepared for pal-

liative care research. “Since these patients are dying, the research involves a number of
complications, which the new guidelines address,” explained Preston.

(mav)

She Traded Horses for Controlled Vibrations and Won

The doctoral student Hana Bednarikova from the Faculty of Physical Culture entered
the new academic year victorious. Her MA thesis at the Department of Physiothera-
py was the best master’s degree thesis at the physiotherapeutic conference in Ghent,
Belgium.

Her work evaluated a specific proprioceptive exercise with Redcord Stimula device
in patients with chronic lumbar spine pain. Controlled vibrations of this device are
used to reduce the pain’s intensity.

“Itwas a coincidence. Horses are my secret love. My BA thesis was on hippotherapy,
and I hoped to further develop my research in my MA thesis, but the clients that  need-
ed were not available at that time,” confessed Bednarikova.

She accepted an offer from David Smékal from the Department of Physiotherapy to
work with the aforementioned device. The findings of the study, with 14 respondents,
proved that vibration is a suitable means of pain reduction therapy. “The patients also
confirmed that their perception of their body is better,” added Bednarikova.

Her work has been acknowledged at Palacky University — she received the second
prize Rector Award in February 2015. In her postgraduate studies she came back to
all the pretty horses — that is, the impacts of hippotherapy on selected movement as-
pects in children with cerebral palsy. (vim)

_E‘;ulri rall

UP Guest in UPoint

The UPoint, Palacky University
Information Centre and Shop on
Olomouc’s Upper Square, broad-
ened its activities. It has lately be-
come a place of informal sessions
with academic personalities. The
programme called UP Guest had
its premiere with a talk by UP
Rector Jaroslav Miller. (ipu)
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Neurologist Skoloudik —
Another Vice-Dean at the
Faculty of Health Sciences

kaleidoscope

Graduation after Fifty Years for Golden Alumni
of Two Faculties

Since the autumn of 2015, almost eighty former students of the Faculty of Science and
more than 70 former students of Medicine may boast with the title Golden Alumnus or
Golden Alumna. They remembered their student years after fifty years together with
the current management of their respective faculties. According to Vice-Dean of the
Faculty of Science, Roman Kubinek, the golden graduation is a living reminder that
the faculty is still their alma mater. “Our alumni certainly appreciate being invited to
the event, and we are happy they enjoy it. Their chorus version of Gaudeamus Igitur re-
sounded in the assembly hall in a way seldom heard,” complimented Kubinek.

In the new academic year, David
Skoloudik joined the management
of the Faculty of Health Sciences as a
new vice-dean for study programmes
in foreign languages, doctoral study
programmes, and project activities.
“My goals are to improve our publi-
cations and grant activities, enhance
the cooperation with other faculties,
and help launch English study pro-
grammes in Nursing, Midwifery, and

Physiotherapy,” said Skoloudik. His
specialisations at the Department
of Nursing are cerebrovascular dis-
eases and their diagnostics — neu-

“You have dedicated your whole lives to helping others, and it is no cliché that your
discipline and you yourselves are truly worthy of respect. One must bear this in mind all
the more in these moments when the Czech and European public argue over the funda-
mental values of our culture and civilisation,” stated Vice-Rector Petr Bilik in his wel-

rosonology. (mav) come speech to former medics. (srd, mav)

Jan Stépan becomes Honorary Professor in Katowice

The University of Silesia in Katowice
named Jan Stépan from the Department of
General Linguistics and the Department
of Philosophy an Honorary Professor. The
Polish Institute of Philosophy at the Facul-
ty of Social Sciences thus sealed its long-
term collaboration with the scholar from
Palacky University.

“It is an award for the twenty-five years
of working together with the University of
Silesia. I am very happy —and I am even al-
lowed free entry to all facilities of the uni-
versity,” said Prof Stépan from the Faculty
of Arts. (map)
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Veronika Tomoszkova
presented with her certificate
from US Ambassador to the
Czech Republic, Andrew
Shapiro (on the right).

Second Fulbright Program Ambassador at UP

Palacky University has two Fulbright
Honorary Ambassadors among its
employees. Veronika Tomoszkova
from the UP Faculty of Science joined
this elite company, consisting of Rec-
tor Jaroslav Miller only until now.
Her mission will be to promote the
Fulbright Program and look for suit-
able candidates for prestigious sti-
pends granted by the Fulbright com-
mittee every year.

Veronika Tomoszkova and 9 other col-
leagues received the certificate from Am-
bassador Andrew Schapiro at the United
States Embassy in Prague in September
2015. “It is a great honour for me,” said
the new Fulbright Ambassador. Her nom-
ination was made by the Czech Fulbright
Commission in cooperation with the U.S.
Embassy and The Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports of the Czech Repub-
lic. Only selected Fulbright alumni may

become Ambassadors. “I knew [ wanted
to remain active after my scholarship at
Washington and Lee University in Vir-
ginia ended. This nomination made my
dream come true,” added Tomoszkova.
She will be seeking applicants at Palacky
University and helping them to succeed.
“They can contact me immediately. I will
send them all necessary information and
help them with applications and project
preparations,” she specified. (eha)

Vit Vozenilek Elected Vice-President
of International Cartographic Association
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A Czech representative became part of the
top management of the International Car-
tographic Association (ICA). Head of the
Department of Geoinformatics at the UP
Faculty of Science, Vit VozZenilek, became
Vice-President of this global non-govern-
mental association of cartographers. He
is only the second Czech among the high-
est executives in the history of the organi-
sation.

VozZenilek, an expert on atlas cartog-
raphy, will hold the post for the next four
years. It was decided at the end of August
2015 by representatives of 71 member
states at the International Cartographic
Conference in Rio de Janeiro.

“I'll be in charge of leading several
commissions and my goal will be to en-
sure good cooperation with the repre-
sentatives of Central and Eastern Europe.

I am also the coordinator of a group tak-
ing care of activities associated with the
International Map Year, announced by
the ICA for the year 2015/16. More tasks
will follow,” said Vozenilek. His new post
opens new opportunities for scientists
and students from Olomouc. “Our de-
partment’s activities in cartography and
geoinformatics have reached beyond the
Czech Republic, and we need to develop
our contacts with foreign partners. Our
research includes unique eye movement
monitoring with eye-tracking technology
and 3D printing in cartography, and we
also have excellent results in atlas mak-
ing,” said Vozenilek. His personal goals
include finishing the concept of atlas car-
tography, which he has been working on
for 15 years. Nothing similar is yet availa-
ble in the world. (srd)



Palacky University in the Global Academic Elite

Palacky University is one of the world’s top
universities. This has been confirmed by
two successive prestigious international
rankings published in the United Kingdom
and in the United States.

WORLD
UNIVERSITY |
RANKINGS

The first good news arrived in the be-
ginning of October 2015: Palacky Uni-
versity has been listed in the prestigious
international Times Higher Education
World University Rankings 2015-2016.
UP has joined the ranks of the 800 most
respected universities from 70 coun-
tries. The list, published since 2010 by the
UK journal The Times Higher Education
(THE), is one of the three most renowned
global rankings of universities and higher
education institutes. “This is a phenome-
nal success for us. It also means that we
will have more visibility, because millions
of people, academics, and students from
all over the world, study these rankings.
We have joined an elite club. It is a great
motivation for the future: we have to keep
moving upwards,” said UP Rector Jaro-
slav Miller.

THE World University Rankings judge
universities in several areas, such as the
quality of teaching, science and research,
citations, the university’s international
environment, and co-operation with the
corporate sector. The core factors in the
overall evaluation are related to scientif-

ic performance, including teaching, re-
search, and citations (altogether 90 per
cent). These aspects of the THE rank-
ings are based on the analysis of data
drawn from Elsevier’s Scopus database.
One of the indicators was also the Repu-
tation Survey, conducted among global
academics, who rate a university’s repu-
tation for research excellence and teach-
ing quality.

The evaluation in the monitored areas
was made on the basis of collected data,
provided directly by the universities to
the THE. The data concerned the number
of domestic and international students,
academic and scientific staff, internation-
al staff, the number of doctoral students,
alumni, etc. The THE ranking also in-
quired into the finances allocated to sci-
ence and research. Palacky University
placed among the 501st—600th positions.
“It is a reward for thousands of our col-
leagues at Palacky University who have
contributed to this achievement. These
are, in the first place, our academics and
scientists, who constitute the university
and give it its trademark. And last but not
least, it also includes our staff, who are in
charge of all the administrative work and
processing of necessary data, which is
a Sisyphean and invisible task. I want to
express my gratitude to all of them,” con-
cluded Rector Miller.

Czech universities made a breakthrough
in the THE in 2015 — altogether nine uni-
versities were included in these prestigious
rankings.

More good news from the U.S.

Only a few days after succeeding in The
Times Higher Education, yet another
success was announced by the journal
U.S. News & World Report, featuring the
world-renowned U.S. News Best Global
Universities Rankings. Palacky Universi-
ty already appeared there in 2014, but its
placementin 2015 represents animprove-
ment. UP has stepped up to the 473" posi-
tion, jumping fifteen positions compared
to last year. In comparison with other
Czech universities, Palacky University
has demonstrated its dynamic develop-
ment, since Charles University and Czech
Technical University in Prague, also in-
cluded in the 2014 rankings, went down
last year. Masaryk University in Brno has
been listed for the first time and placed as
number 622. These rankings are based
on data and metrics provided by Thom-
son Reuters InCites™ research analytics
solutions as well as on data submitted by
the universities themselves. The rankings
employ 12 indicators that measure aca-
demic research performance and interna-
tional collaboration. A reputation survey
is also taken into account, similarly to the

THE rankings. (ipu)
U.S. News Rankings in 2014 and 2015
Charles University 179 204
Czech Technical University 371 399
Palacky University 488 473
Masaryk University - 622

Project E-Safety from the Faculty of Education
Wins National Qualification: EU Contest Ahead

Educational activities for parents and
children aimed at safe use of the internet,
solutions for network cyberbullying, and
an on-line advisory centre — these are the
most important activities of teachers from
Palacky University who are participating
in the E-Safety project. The importance
and great successes of their work were
confirmed by the gold medal won on the
national level of the prestigious competi-
tion European Crime Prevention Award
2015. E-Safety will now represent the
Czech Republic in Luxembourg.

The project of the Centre for Preven-
tion of Risky Virtual Communication has
become widely recognised in the Czech
Republic due to its strong emphasis on
the safe behaviour of children and youths
on the internet. “I am very pleased that
the work of my colleagues has received
such a prestigious award, and will repre-
sent our country abroad. It is an achieve-
ment on behalf our entire faculty,” said
Cestmir Serafin, Dean of the UP Faculty
of Education.

(map)
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Karel Fromel Awarded in Morocco
for His Contribution

Prof Karel Fromel (on the right), one of the
academic pillars of the UP Faculty of Phys-
ical Culture, received an award for his con-
tribution to the development of Physical
Culture at the congress of the Internation-
al Federation of Physical Culture in Rabat,
Morocco, in November 2015.

“] appreciate it very much; however,
as I said during the ceremony, this award
acknowledges, in the first place, my re-
search team, my colleagues, and our

faculty as well as the fact that we deal
with issues that are not priorities to-
day, although they should be,” said Prof
Fromel.

Karel Fromel is Head of the Institute
of Active Lifestyle at the Faculty of Phys-
ical Culture. He became the first laureate
of the faculty’s Hall of Fame for his con-
tribution to the development of physical
culture. Two decades ago, his team es-
tablished cooperation with foreign ex-

perts — especially James Sallis from the
University of California, San Diego — al-
lowing them to introduce internation-
al research techniques in the Czech Re-
public. Thanks to global collaboration
and the research project “Movement
Activity and Inactivity of Inhabitants of
the Czech Republic in the Context of Be-
havioural Changes”, the UP faculty has
currently become the leading institute in
Czech Physical Culture. (vim)

Unique Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence
Launched at UP, Dealing with EU Legal Issues
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The UP Faculty of Law now hosts an elite
Centre of Excellence for the study of Euro-
pean Law. It is a one-of-a-kind institution
in the Czech Republic, specifically engaged
in key legal problems in the European Un-
ion. This achievement was made by the
team of Nadézda Sigkova from the Depart-
ment of International and European Law.
Their project succeeded in the European
Commission call within the prestigious
Jean Monnet programme.

“We will focus on the solution of current
legal problems in connection with the fu-
ture development and reform of the Euro-
pean Union. The project is designed for the
whole university,” said Nadézda Siskova.
The main activities of the Centre will consist
of conferences, expert meetings, and de-

bates with members of the EU Parliament,
European Commission members, and judg-
es from the European Court of Justice and
the European Court for Human Rights.
“We want to address teachers and students
of our university as well as the lay public,”
added Sigkova. The project also includes re-
search activities in the form of a collective
monograph, published abroad in English.
The Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence
is a three-year project with the option of
further extension. A highly qualified team
of UP Faculty of Law experts on Europe-
an Law, consisting of Ondrej Hamulak,
Michal Petr, and Blanka Vitova, will be em-
ployed, along with experts with practical
experience, and externally also renowned
experts from abroad. (eha)

Nadé&Zda Sitkova runs the new Centre of Excellence.



Olomouc Scientists Awarded for Development
of Veterinary Vaccine against Lyme Disease

One of the four Technology Agency of the
Czech Republic (TACR) Awards for Ap-
plied Research 2015 was awarded to the
project of a special veterinary vaccine
against Lyme disease. Its preparation was
also made possible thanks to the Depart-
ment of Immunology, UP Faculty of Med-
icine and Dentistry. The technology of its
preparation was aimed at transferring the
results into industrial production.

For the construction of the vaccine, sci-
entists had to verify how appropriate were
the selected antigens. “We have created re-
combinant protein constructs, which link

the immunologically dominant sections
of antigens of the main representatives of
Borrelia occurring in Europe. These re-
combinant proteins are the basis of the new
vaccination,” said Milan Ragka, Head of
the Department of Immunology, explain-
ing the principle behind the award.

The samples of the preparation were
successfully tested on laboratory animals
and now are being optimised biotechno-
logically for preclinical testing. If the re-
sults are promising, the registration pro-
cess will be started, resulting in a modern
veterinary drug. The next stage of the re-

search will concentrate on preparation
and production of a human vaccine against
Lyme disease.

The awarded project “Synthetic mul-
ti-epitope vaccine against Lyme disease for
veterinary applications” won in the catego-
ry “Solutions for Life Quality”. Olomouc
experts collaborated with their colleagues
from the Veterinary Research Institute in
Brno, the Institute of Organic Chemistry
and Biochemistry and the Institute of Phys-
ics at the Academy of Sciences of the Czech
Republic in Prague, and Bioveta Inc., from
Ivanovice na Hané. (mav)

Authors of the awarded
project at the TACR Award
ceremony.

Top Plastic Surgeon and UP Alumnus
Bohdan Pomahac Receives National Award

The Medal of Merit in Science was giv-
en by the President of the Czech Repub-
lic to the world-renowned plastic surgeon
Bohdan Pomahaé. One of the most im-
portant alumni of Palacky University, and
alaureate of the UP Doctor Honoris Causa,
received this state award at Prague Castle
during celebrations of the establishment of
Czechoslovakia on October 28.

“It was a very dignified ceremony, and
the President had an excellent speech. It
was a pleasure to meet so many interesting
people. It was a very positive experience for

every one of us, I think, and I believe that
everyone fully deserved their awards,” said
Bohdan Pomahac.

After graduation from the Faculty of
Medicine and Dentistry in 1996, Poma-
ha¢ was employed at the Brigham and
Women’s Hospital Boston, where he be-
came the medical director of the BWH
Burn Center, housed within the divi-
sion of Trauma, Burn and Surgical Criti-
cal Care in 2007. His team performed the
first complete face transplant in the Unit-
ed States. (mav)
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University Mapping Creative

Industries in Olomouc

Palacky University, in cooperation with the
City of Olomouc, has launched a project
that is unparalleled in the Czech Republic.
Its goal is to map in detail cultural and cre-
ative industries and obtain valuable data
on how successful theatres, audio-visual
artists, architects, graphic designers and
others are in Olomouc. Information gath-
ered on the number of such active “creative
professionals” and their economic con-
tribution to the city and region will then
serve for a better understanding of what
the needs are for these individual branch-
es, as well as for better and more targeted
support of activities that are developing in
the city.

The university management and city
representatives consider the area of cre-

CULTURAL
SECTOR
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ative and cultural industries to be very
promising in the context of the current
and future development of Olomouc. “It
is evident that creative industries have al-
ready contributed and will further con-
tribute, perhaps to an even larger extent,
to the economic development of the city,
may play a significant role in the field of
innovations and the tourist industry, and
are an important source of employment
for the city and the region. Thus we are
determined to pay increased attention to
this area and appreciate that the city has
a similar vision,” said UP Vice-Rector for
External Relations, Petr Bilik. Palacky
University and the City of Olomouc have
signed a memorandum to confirm the col-
laboration on mapping. Another partner is
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CULTURAL

CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES?

CREATIVE
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the Prague Art Institute, which has been
working on the methodology of such map-
ping in recent years.

Since September 2015, a team under the
supervision of Radek Palascak has start-
ed the mapping. They will have to work
through several stages of research in the
first several months. “First of all, we need
to check out and add available statisti-
cal data on individual subjects, firms, en-
trepreneurs, and contribution-based and
non-profit organisations active in the
mapped industries. Only then we will be
able to proceed to investigation of other
important factors — such as what is their
share in employment in Olomouc and what
is their economic contribution to the city,”
explained Palascak.
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Pavel Novaéek (b. 1961)

He studied Environmental
Protection at the UP
Faculty of Science, where he
now heads the Department
of Development Studies.
He specialises in
Development Studies,
global environmental
problems, and sustainable
development and foresight.
He is a member of the
managing board of the
Millennium Project

and head of the Czech
Association of the Club of
Rome.

— You are a member of the interna-
tional non-governmental organ-
isation, the Millennium Project,
which attempts to identify the

most serious global challenges and
predict their likely development and
future. Before we receive its 2015
report, may we ask you a personal
question? Are you an optimist or

a pessimist?

I consider myself as an optimist. But it is
true that with the advancement of time,
I see development on this planet more
and more sceptically. It does not have to
have a bad ending, but most likely we will
see huge transformations, which will be
painful.

— The Millennium Project uses its
State of the Future Index as an indi-
cator of the quality of life on Earth —
which is continually improving. Isn't
that a reason for optimism?

It depends on which of its 28 indicators we
take into consideration. If we take the sta-
tistics as a whole, then yes, we see the glob-
al situation as slightly improving, although
not as quickly as was the case in the 1990s.
But a situation can also occur when one
factor overtakes all others. For example, if
terrorist attacks spread, as we have seen re-
cently in France, and become the norm for
contemporary life in Europe, then that one
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Pavel Novéacéek with the former South African ambassador, Noel N. Lehoko.

change — terrorism and organised crime —
can outweigh the other factors.

— Let's look now at the areas which
are improving....

The worldwide gross domestic product
is on the rise, though one has to keep in
mind that the indicator of economic pro-
duction is not equal to quality of life. Today
the world economic product is 80 trillion
dollars, or 10 thousand dollars per person,
which is not a small sum. Even so, many
people are in conditions which we would
not be happy with. Definitely positive are
the indicators in health care and education,
such as the decreasing percentage of mal-
nourished people, the increasing average
age and school attendance, etc.

— Where do you see the problem
areas?

Unemployment. It is possible that in the
developed countries robots and machines
will take over the work. A narrow, edu-
cated group will have well-paid jobs, but
there will be a number of people whose la-
bour will be not be needed. I saw this twen-
ty years ago when [ was in India, where so
many people live in the slums and suburbs
without work. This is perhaps the worst
thing — that we are saying to them that
they are not needed. This can also happen
in many developed countries. Automation

and robotics have their plusses, but this
is a great challenge when we are talking
about human labour.

Another negative factor is the ever-ris-
ing greenhouse gas emissions. We are un-
able to turn this negative trend around. It
really bothers me that the “contribution”
of the Czech Republic to reducing emis-
sions is its breaking of the limits on brown
coal mining. In the near future this evident-
ly will not change; just as the perception
of corruption in the public sector, which
is unequivocally worsening, as well as the
inequality of wages. These are followed by
problems such as dwindling forests and
sources of drinking water. And the growth
of terrorist attacks is becoming a huge
problem. For example in 1995, globally
there were 3079 known terrorist attacks,
and the forecast for 2025 is 30,367 attacks
—atenfold increase, which says something.

— What does it say to you?

Well, I would say that we have four big
challenges before us which humanity must
solve. One of them is the growth of terror-
ism and organised crime, which are often
tightly linked. And the wave of migration is
tied to this. [ would also not underestimate
the oil peak. That is the time when we are
unable to satisfy the demand for oil. Which
will go hand in hand with a lack of food, or
high food prices.



— Let's return to a very timely theme
- the migration crisis. Is this some-
thing that you experts expected?

In all seriousness, yes — we’ve been talk-
ing about it for roughly 20 years. But no-
body knew what the trigger mechanism
would be. Now it is the war in Syria, but
the problem is not confined there. We ex-
pected that awave of migration would oc-
cur in relation to climate change. When
the subtropical areas have a drought,
then many people have only two possi-
bilities: live in hardship, or leave on foot.
What we are seeing now, in my opinion,
isjusta portent of much bigger migration
waves. | am rather an opponent of “wel-
come” politics and it bothers me that we
allowed such a chaotic, uncontrolled tide
of millions of people. If we put migration
into the context of climate change, then
we have to take into account that we,
the people of developed countries, have
made these changes in the production
of carbon dioxide, by burning fossil fu-
els. Now we find ourselves in the position
where we are trying to prevent people
from going where life can be lived well.
We are perhaps entering a time of chaos,
where the future is hard to predict. When
Europe will be the target of tens of mil-
lions of immigrants, Europe will change
— substantially.

— When speaking of migration, we
hear about the failure of develop-
mental aid. What do you think?

I partially agree. Helping people in need
may seem trivial, but it is not easy. Devel-
opmental cooperation may have partially
failed, but so too (and probably even more)
did the receivers of aid fail —in this case, the
governments. It is time to stop apologising
for the legacy of colonialism and time to
stop shrugging our shoulders. Wide-scale
fraud is going on and it is difficult to stop it.
Developmental aid is something we still do
not know how to provide effectively, nor do
we know how to fight corruption.

— Is developmental aid changing
now?

[ don’t know. It’s possible that the current
situation is like that of the USA after 2001.
There are three priorities: security, securi-
ty, and security. It’s possible that Europe is
going to aim at security first and that other
priorities, including developmental aid, are
going to take a backseat. Similarly, I fear
that in the consequence of climate changes
we will choose to prioritise this area only,
while resigning on many other projects.

— Do you have some recipe for
change?

There are three main views on why some
regions are poorer. One is the theory of de-
pendency, that the periphery is always de-
pendent on the centre. Second, that there
are geographic and environmental factors
— but that does not explain everything. The
third is the one that [ place the most empha-
sis on, that there is something called cultural
determinism. In other words, the complex-
ity of the ethical system, the ability to work
hard and save, and not spend everything on
food. And I would add my own view, which
is that prosperity to a certain extent devel-
ops from the ability to think about the future
and make appropriate decisions based on
that. Both for the individual and for society
as a whole. With my colleagues from Slova-
kia, we are trying to create a Future Oriented
Thinking Index. But I think that nobody to-
day has a fool-proof solution for how to pro-
vide developmental aid effectively. Perhaps
we should take inspiration from the Mar-
shall Plan, which is probably the only one in
modern times which worked. But I am still
(more and more) sceptical about whether
such an experiment could be repeated.

— With respect to what has just
been said, are things going to get
better, according to the Future Ori-
ented Thinking Index?

It’s already better. Now. I do not want to be
the announcer of catastrophic tomorrows,
but we should accept and prepare psycholog-
ically that in material terms, things might get
worse. It will be a great challenge, especially
for today’s younger generation, the universi-
ty students. We don’t yet want to think about
it, but it could happen, and though it does not
necessarily have to be a catastrophe, it may
require a basic transformation of society,
which will have its growing pains. At present
we are ignoring this possibility, but it does
not mean that it will disappear. Perhaps we
will go through a period of frustration, anger
and resentment against our thwarted hopes.
And onlyafterwards will we perhaps try to do
something constructive.

— In one of your articles you write
that to some extent, the future of
the world is up to each one of us.
What is the role of the individual?
That role is quite limited and quite differ-
entiated. But if we resign ourselves to that
fact, nothing will get better. I like the quota-
tion from Edmund Burke: “Nobody made
a greater mistake than he who did nothing
because he could do only alittle.”

The Millennium Project

Under the auspices of this
international NGO there

are research nodes in 56
countries around the world,
which follow and evaluate

the state and development

of fifteen key global challeng-
es — for example sustainable
development, availability of
drinking water, population
growth, raw material sources,
democratisation, uneven
distribution of wealth, energy,
health care, education,
conflict resolution, etc. The
Millennium Project publishes
an annual State of the Future
Index and biennial State of
the Future.

For more information:
www.millennium-project.org
www.stateofthefuture.org
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Student Counselling Centre -
First Step to a Successful Career

Studying at the university,
and considering your future
career at the same time - is it
possible to do both? It is, in
Olomouc. Palacky University
has launched its Student Ca-
reer and Counselling Centre.

Student Career and
Counselling Centre

Biskupské namésti 1

Olomouc
kariernicentrum@upol.cz
www.kariernicentrum.upol.cz
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Students are offered courses, workshops,
lectures and inspirational meetings with
successful managers. “We are focussed on
professional career counselling. Every stu-
dent who visits us will get some basic infor-
mation, such as how to write a good CV, but
we will offer much more. We have contacts
with companies who are sending their in-
tern and job offers to us,” explains Jitka
Janeckova Motkova, who runs the Centre
(in the middle of the photograph).

To succeed in today’s job market, it is
necessary to excel in one’s own profession
as well as to handle many other skills —
such as letting the world know about your-
self and your qualities. “This is why we also
offer a simulation of a job interview and ad-
vise how to work with social networks such
as LinkedIn and so on. We are also prepar-
ing courses on time management,” sum-
marised Jitka Janeckova Motkova.

Students who will take advantage of the
services of the Centre will not leave emp-
ty-handed. “Our website contains stu-
dents’ portfolios. These special forms can
be printed, and all internships, workshops,
and courses attended during their study,
plus their curriculum, can be confirmed
in the form. Once they leave for work ex-
perience, they will have a file containing
a number of recommendations about their
activities and abilities. Employers in most
professions today can choose from many
applicants. Offering something extra may
be crucial here,” reminds the head of the
counselling centre located in the UP Ar-
moury (Zbrojnice).

Students will be able to learn about oth-
er counselling services at various faculties,
where experts on law, psychology, pro-
fessional counselling, special needs, and
spirituality will offer their help.
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UP Endowment Fund
Supports Talented Students

The aim of the Endowment
Fund, founded by Palacky Uni-
versity in 2015, is to support
talented and gifted students.
The first eleven students have
received a financial contribu-
tion in order to realise their
projects within one year.

Alena Svobodova (on the left)

and Nikol Neplechova, successful
applicants from the first call.

For Nikol Neplechovi, studying at the De-
partment of International Humanitari-
an and Social Work at the Sts Cyril and
Methodius Faculty of Theology, the sup-
port of the UP Endowment Fund repre-
sents a great experience for her. “By means
of interviews with experts, I plan to find
out what led prominent British humanitar-
ian organisations to found a joint fundrais-
ing platform, and how they see this collab-
oration with hindsight,” she says about her
project. Her sponsored research will lead
to a closer linking of the university with
the non-profit sector of Czech humanitar-
ian aid.

Alena Svobodova, studying Physio-
therapy, has focussed on an entirely dif-
ferent area. She will use a major part of
her contribution from the UP Endow-
ment Fund to acquire a professional med-
ical translation of the examination proto-
col of the Neurobehavioral Assessment
of the Preterm Infant. This scale is used
globally and allows assessing the relative
maturity and neurobehavioral condition
of the newborn. “We could also use it to
detect non-ideal development of infants
in the Czech Republic in time, such as

motor coordination disorders, attention
deficit disorder, hyperactivity, and learn-
ing disabilities. All these problems may
originate in the early postnatal period,”
claims Svobodova, a student at the Facul-
ty of Health Sciences.

“In the first year, the UP Endowment
Fund distributed €30,000, however, we
want to acquire even more funds to sup-
port the student projects,” says the Fund
coordinator, Dita Palascakova. The first
financial contribution came from the
Ceska sporitelna bank; more companies
and individuals will be approached now.
In addition to financial support of stu-
dent projects, the Fund will also support
the competency of students in communi-
cation science. In collaboration with the
Student Career and Counselling Centre
and the Fortress of Knowledge, a series
of workshops with Czech and foreign lec-
turers will be organised in order to show
students how to present the purpose and
goal of their scientific research in a com-
prehensible way.

More information on the Palacky Uni-
versity Endowment Fund is available at
www.fond.upol.cz.
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Olomouc: City of Animation

The beginning of December 2015 in
Olomouc was dedicated to animation.
The fourteenth year of PAF, the Festival
of Film Animation and Modern Art, took
place in the city. Five sections hosted 70
film projections, talks, presentations,
sound and visual performances, concerts,
workshops, and exhibitions. The festival
presented a fusion of historical forms of
animation and illustration with the most
recent experiments with sound, light, and
space, unparalleled in the Czech context.

Updated information on festival activities
is available on the website www.pifpaf.cz.
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Nadezda Calabova:

In Jordan | Teach Physical
Rehabilitation of War Injuries

It is not enough to save A\
lives; one must also make
them tolerable. This

is the reason why the
physiotherapist Nadézda
Calabova travelled to
Jordan. Together with

a team of doctors from
the Olomouc Teaching
Hospital, she went to the
Muslim charity hospital
in Amman, where thirty
Syrian refugees were
undergoing surgery. The
majority of them then
underwent physical
rehabilitation under

the supervision of the
physiotherapist from
Olomouc. With one

goal: to get back into
everyday life. >

Nadézda Calabova

is a physiotherapist at the
Rehabilitation Department
of the Olomouc Teaching
Hospital, and an assistant
professor at the Institute
of Physiotherapy at the UP
Faculty of Health Sciences.
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The humanitarian programme
MEDEVAC is realised by the
Czech Ministry of the Interior
in close cooperation with the
Ministries of Health and Foreign
Affairs. Five Czech hospitals are
taking part in the programme.
The first group included two
top specialists in traumatic limb
surgery, two anaesthesiologists,
and a physiotherapist. In
November, Nada Calabova was
joined by orthopaedic and
plastic surgeons from Prague.
The third mission to the charity
hospital in Jordan is planned for
the spring of 2016.
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For fifteen days, Saturday through Thurs-
day, from 8 am until 5 and sometimes 7
pm, Nadézda Calabova was in the hospital
in Amman, Jordan. In its eastern, poorer
quarter, she dedicated herself to refugees
wounded in the war, whose physical state
required operations and subsequent phys-
iotherapy.

“I’ve been working on traumatic injuries
for the past fifteen years, and in the last nine
years | have been focussing mostly on reha-
bilitation of hands,” says Calabova. And she
explains the sense of her mission: “A suc-
cessful operation is just the beginning. In
order for the patient to live like they were
used to living before the injury—if at all pos-
sible — one must begin with rehabilitation
right after the operation, in most cases.”

Jordanwas the first such mission in which
she has taken part. She did not prepare for
her stay in any special way. There simply
wasn’t time. She and the doctors learned
about the situation there on the spot.

“I spent most of the first two days in the
operating room. | saw up close the inter-

ventions which would require further re-
habilitation. For the most part these were
surgeries on already healed stabbing and
gunshot wounds, amputations, and re-
moval of osteosynthetic materials from the
body. Doctors also addressed complica-
tions of bone inflammations in some cas-
es,” described Calabova.

She had to deal with quite different work-
ing conditionsinJordan than sheisusedtoat
the Olomouc Teaching Hospital. The chari-
ty hospital in Amman in which the Czech
team worked was not equipped to European
norms, with some operation equipment six-
ty years old. But, as Calabova admits, it was
something other than the working environ-
ment which surprised her most.

“It was as if after taking a three-hour
flight, I arrived in a different time-space con-
tinuum. The people there understand time
in anentirely different way. They don’t think
about what they will do in a week’s time, let
alone two years from now, but they are able
to live each individual day with more calm
than we are. The European must compro-
mise on the concept of ‘right now’. In their
way of thinking, many things have to wait
for their own time. They don’t rush about
like we do in Europe. First I had a problem
adjusting to their conception of time, but
when I returned, I had a similar problem ad-
justing to our European pace. [ realised that
time in the world does not run so quickly as
we think. It forced me to think about what
is important in life and what isn’t,” says the
physiotherapist with her custom smile. At
the same time she admits that their concep-
tion of time has its drawbacks.

“You agree with a patient on ten a.m. —
and he shows up at eleven-thirty. And does
not see a problem with that. Furthermore,
inJordan it is not so easy for a woman to ex-
plain something to a man, what he should
and should not do, because the place of
women in that society is different from
that of Europe. Communication in Ara-
bic was readily helped by the local person-
nel. Sometimes [ could agree on something
with a patient, sometimes I didn’t even try.
[ felt that the cultural clash would be too
great,” Calabova explains.

She considers her mission as one which
was useful. In the charity hospital she was
able to introduce acute post-operative re-
habilitation care. Thanks to the support
of the Czech Ministry of the Interior, the
hospital was able to partially equip the re-
habilitation area. The Olomouc Teaching
Hospital will provide doctors’ care and re-
habilitation in future missions as well. The
second mission took place at the end of No-
vember, when Prague orthopaedics and
plastic surgeons also took part. As did Na-
dézda Calabova.
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Viadimir

Birgus:

A Life wi

Photg

Good photography, he says,
should have its share of
mystery. Because it offers
the viewer the chance to let
their fantasies run free and
create their own story of the
characters which he or she
sees there. The historian,
university professor, publicist,
curator, Palacky University
graduate - but first and
foremost, the photographer:
Vladimir Birgus.

He was ten years old, attending the fourth
grade in Pribor, when his parents loaned
him their Flexaret camera. He made his
first pictures, and he’s never stopped since.
As a child he already tried to capture every
opportunity to not only improve himself as
an artist, but also to delve deeper into the
theory and history of photography. When
his family moved at the turn of the nine-
teen-sixties and seventies from the village
of Pibor to the city of Olomouc, and he at-
tended the gymnasium in Olomouc-He-
j€in, a fellow student asked him to prepare
photographic exhibitions in the nearly un-
derground Galerie v podloubi (Gallery
in the Arcade). In this miniature vaulted
space on Denisova Street he introduced
who were at that time young, unknown art-
ists, now recognised as giants in the field:
Dana Kyndrova, Jindfich Streit, Jaroslav
Kucera, Viktor Kolar, and many more. He
also had his own first solo exhibition there.

Olomouc studies

‘When, at the beginning of the nineteen-sev-
enties, he decided on what he wanted to
study at the university, something to which
he had assiduously applied himself — pho-
tography —and it did not exist. Palacky Uni-
versity, where he had decided to go, did not
offer it. “So in the end I entered the Facul-

alumnus

ty of Arts in the major of Literature-Thea-
tre-Film. This was started on the initiative
of the painter, photographer, and art theore-
tician, Vaclav Zykmund, who however was
no longer working there at the time of my
studies, due to political reasons. But I met
him thanks to Alena Nadvornikova, trav-
elling to Brno to see him. He wrote several
texts for me for catalogues and magazines,
but of course he had to publish them under
various pseudonyms,” Birgus remembers.
There were only seven students in that
field in his class-year. “My classmates were
Tatana Lazorcakova, today professor at the
UP Faculty of Arts, Department of Theatre
and Film Studies; the writer Richard Crha,
who became editor-in-chief of the mag-
azine Milady svét after November 1989;
and Vladimir Puhac¢, former chief direc-
tor of the Olomouc theatre. And there were
a number of other talented students at the
faculty then, such as the musician Jiti Pav-
lica; the film historian Pavel Taussig; art-
ists such as Vaclav Stratil, Oldiich Sem-
bera, Zbynék Janacek, Petr Jochmann, and
Ilona Chvalova; the architecture historian
Rostislav Svacha; theatre historians Jan
Dvorak and Jii Stefanides; and the histo-
rian Ivo Bartecek, former Dean of the Fac-
ulty of Arts. I maintain friendships with
many of them to this day.” >

zurnal 2016 33



Photography was his fate

Vladimir Birgus remained dedicated to
photography and already during his stud-
ies in Olomouc he began studies at FAMU,
the Film and Television School of the Acad-
emy of Performing Arts in Prague. And if
that were not enough, he also wrote arti-
cles for photography magazines, and or-
ganised and reviewed exhibitions. And in
1978 he began teaching at FAMU.

Alist of Birgus’s activities would fill sev-
eral densely written pages — over sixty of his
own exhibitions, three dozen books, count-
less projects promoting Czech and Slovak
photography here and abroad, his academ-
ic and teaching career.... Out of the list of
exhibition projects to which his name is at-
tached as curator, he himself singles out the
exhibition “Modern Beauty — Czech Photo-
graphic Avant-Garde” which toured Bar-
celona, Paris, Lausanne, Prague, and Mu-
nich. “We were able to gather rare originals
from many domestic and foreign collections
and convincingly show to foreign audiences
how Czech artists significantly enriched the
development of world photography. One of
its strengths was that the catalogue in Eng-
lish was published by one of the best uni-
versities in the world, the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, which gave it truly
global distribution. Of my own shows, I like
best the one we made a few years back with
Stépanka Bieleszova at the Olomouc Muse-
um of Art.”

A good teacher has nothing

to fear

Since the nineteen-nineties, the name of
Vladimir Birgus has also been connect-
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ed to the Institute of Creative Photogra-
phy at Silesian University in Opava, which
he runs. “In 1990, when it started, in the
entire post-Soviet bloc there were only
two departments of Photography — at
Prague’s FAMU and at the Academy for
Visual Arts in Leipzig. Today in the Czech
Republic alone there are seven universi-
ties where students can study photogra-
phy asan independent discipline. We could
have attached ourselves to the Institute of
Creative Photography, which existed at
the Association of Czech Photographers,
but otherwise we did not have anything,
everything was built gradually — the atel-
ier, darkrooms, library, computer lab. Most
importantly, we gathered a number of ex-
cellent teachers — Jindiich Streit, Jifi Si-
ostrzonek, Jan Smok, Miloslav Stibor, Pav-
el Mara, Vaclav Podestat, Stépanek Stein
and more, to whom we gradually added
outstanding graduates such as Tomas Po-
spéch, Dita Pepe, Rafat Milach, and Karel
Pones,” he says, describing the beginnings
of the school, which now boasts seventeen
teachers, including two professors and
three docents.

And not for a second does he enter-
tain the notion that as an artist and at the
same time a teacher, he has been training
his own competition, revealing the secrets
of his own artistic expertise to them. “If
[ feared students a priori as future compet-
itors and did not help them where I could,
thenIwouldbe abad teacher. I truly concur
with the idea that a good teacher is joyful
when his student outgrows him. And I also
learn alot from my students,” adds the pho-
tographer Vladimir Birgus.

Vladimir Birgus (b. 1954)

Czech photographer,
teacher, photography
historian, and curator.

He graduated from

the Literature-Theatre-
Film Department at the

UP Faculty of Arts and
from the Photography
Department at the Film
and Television School of
the Academy of Performing
Arts in Prague (FAMU). In
1978 he began teaching as
an assistant professor at
FAMU. In 1994 he became
a docent, in 1999 he
became a full professor.
From 1998-2002, he was
the chair of History and
Theory of Photography
Studies in the Photography
Department at FAMU. Since
1990, he has been running
the Institute of Creative
Photography at the Faculty
of Philosophy and Science
at Silesian University in
Opava. He is the author

of three dozen books, as

a photographer he has

had over sixty solo shows
both at home and abroad.
His photographs are
represented in collections
such as the European
House of Photography

in Paris; the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston; and
the Tokyo Metropolitan
Museum of Photography.

Vladimir Birgus, Miami Beach, 2014
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Jogito Ergo Sum, Fresh Air, UP Bike, Re-
kola, Park It!. Are these names familiar to
you? No wonder. They have already be-
come synonyms of sporting and cultural
events for people associated with Palacky
University as well as for Olomouc res-
idents. What activities exactly do they
cover?

The paraphrase of the famous saying
of Descartes conjures up rapid heartbeats
and sweaty T-shirts. Jogito Ergo Sumis the
name of a programme at the UP Faculty of
Physical Culture that offers group running
training to UP students and employees.
They meet every Wednesday at 6 pm at the
athletic stadium.

“Trainings are made as entertaining and
beneficial as possible. In order to warm up,
we begin with jogging for 3 to 4 kilometres,
followed by dynamic and other stretching
exercises and basic athletic exercises. Then
the main part is on: one Wednesday we run
on the track, the next one in the park, run-
ning shorter or longer distances, up hills,

.

sometimes up and down stairs. Our goal is
always for people to improve. Besides, our
participants make a great team,” says the
Jogito coach, Jan Brtnik.

Hiking and biking in the open air
An older activity, run by the faculty in Ol-
omouc-Neredin and the team around the
website Joy of Movement and offered to
university employees as well as the public,
are hiking trips called Fresh Air (Vétrani).
Dates and other information are available
at www.radostzpohybu.cz.

The same address hosts the virtu-
al home of the project UP Bike. UP fac-
ulties have been equipped with tools for
basic service of bicycles, while more se-
rious damage by university students and
employees can be repaired with discounts
provided by partnering bicycle services
Bajkazyl, Moolbike, and Cyklo u Matesa.

Students may also apply their fif-
ty-percent discount in bikesharing. Pink
“Rekola” city bikes may be rented by

M°‘;-em ent an d CultLlre._-.*-'3

registered users for rides in the city; two
dozen are cruising Olomouc streets to-
day, including a new tandem bike. “Stu-
dents pay 150 CZK till the end of the sea-
son, or 75 CZK per month. The season
begins in the spring and ends at the end
of November, or even later if the weath-
eris good and our clients are interested,”
said Eduard Vanék from Connect, an or-
ganisation that runs Rekola bikesharing
in Olomouc.

Park It! rocks

The most visible brand from the
above-mentioned initiatives is Park It!
(Zaparkuj), organised by Palacky Uni-
versity with the City of Olomouc and Flo-
ra Exhibition Grounds. Night dances, film
projections, and a number of other events
have brought life to Olomouc parks and
other public spaces and have been attend-
ed by thousands of visitors. The film show-
ings alone had audiences of between three
to four hundred.
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Sleep Out 2015: Trying

Life on the Street

Endless rain. It's the middle of November, just before midnight,
six degrees Celsius. Tereza Miihlova and Kristina Jochmannova
are slowly getting ready for bed. Outside. Together with an-
other 14 brave souls, these students from Palacky University
decided to take part in Sleep Out, supporting homeless people

at the same time.

“When someone finds themselves without
a roof over their head, it certainly does not
have to mean that it was their doing. Some-
times a person can wind up on their knees
due to unfortunate circumstances or acci-
dents,” said Kristina Jochmannova, a stu-
dent of Cultural Anthropology and Jour-
nalism, with understanding. She decided
with her fellow student Tereza to sleep out-
side, and also help organise the event.
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Sleep Out is not just about “sleeping”.
The organisers — the UP Faculty of Arts,
the City of Olomouc, and the social firm
SocioFactor always prepare a programme
for incoming participants which acquaints
them with the life of homeless people.
From various perspectives. This year there
was theatre in which some of the perform-
ers were people who had actually lived on
the street; there was also music and films.

Groups of university students
in England — mostly in London,
Cambridge, and Oxford —
started organising Sleep Out
many years ago. In 2011, 650
people took part in the event
in Great Britain. The first
Czech Sleep Out (Noc venku)
took place in November 2012
in Ostrava.




Kristina Jochmannova
and Tereza Miihlova

decided to spend

a night sleeping out.

To support homeless

people.

During the evening,
visitors enjoyed live
performances by the
improv group O.Li.V.Y.
and the theatre group
Ulet.

“I didn’t have the time to stop and think
about whether I was cold or not. Late in
the night, after the concerts, theatre, lec-
ture, and art workshop, I was complete-
ly exhausted and fell right asleep,” added
Tereza. She and her friend had at least a lit-
tle while to think about everyday life on the
street — without heat, a safe environment,
or comfort.

As in Olomouc, volunteers could sleep
outsideinanother 17 cities. “We were able
to create a fantastic atmosphere. And we
were able to do some good. And the volun-
teers who did not spend the night outside
took part in the events and brought food,
hygiene supplies, and clothing — most-
ly socks and gloves. There were several
hundred pairs, which we gave to Caritas
Olomouc,” summarised Eva Klimentova
from the Department of Sociology, An-
dragogy and Social Anthropology.

And Tereza and Kristina? “The ma-
jority of those who slept out were on an

outside podium, under a canopy. I ended
up sleeping inside an army tent, because
there was no room on the podium. While
we slept on cardboard boxes and foam
mats, in warm clothes and quality sleep-
ing bags, the homeless people around
us slept only on cardboard, with a blan-
ket over them. I really admire the charity
workers who try to help them,” said Kris-
tina. Both university students agree: “Af-
ter this experience, we see homeless peo-
ple in a different way. And if we get the
chance, we’d definitely like to take part
in Sleep Out next year. It’s an event with
apurpose.”

The certificate Sleep Out 2015 was giv-
en to sixteen sleepers early in the morning
of November 20, 2015. They survived the
6° night. One hundred and twenty people
came out to support the homeless, bring-
ing five hundred items of help, weighing
100 kg, with them. Long live Sleep Out
2016!
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Famous Mathematician from Hana

Local farmer's son became a mathematician of European
renown: P. Jakub Kresa, SJ (1648-1715)

The 300" anniversary of the death of P. Jakub Kresa, S}, on July 28, 2015, was the impulse for Prof
Ales Lebeda from the Department of Botany at the UP Faculty of Science and the Smrzice Munici-
pality to organise an academic seminar and publish its proceedings in a volume entitled Jakub Kresa
— Life and Work of an Important Czech Mathematician of the 17th Century (Smrzice 2015, 156 pp).

Roots in a Hana village periors in the Society to send him from the
Jakub Kresa was born on July 29, 1648,  Clementinum in Prague to the Jesuit Acad-
in Smrzice, a village in the region of Hana  emy at the Jesuit College in Madrid (Co-
near the city of Prost&jov. As a descend-  legio Imperial de Madrid). The Academy
ant of peasants subject to the aristocracy ~ in Madrid gave him the position of “cos-
in Plumlov, Jakub Kresa could only climb ~ mographer” to the Royal Navy. He gave
the social ladder due to his extraordinary  lectures in arithmetic, fractions and loga-
talent. He studied at the Jesuit Gymnasium  rithms, planar and spherical trigonometry,
in Brno, where he joined the Society of Je-  astronomy, algebra, and even construc-
sus on September 30, 1667. After novitiate ~ tion of fortresses. After two years Kresa
in Brno he graduated from the Philosoph- ~ was transferred to the Jesuit College and
ical Faculty in Prague and was ordained  Academy in the port of Cadiz, where Roy-

apriestin 1680. al Navy helmsmen were trained. In order

to make the study of geometry easier for
At the Jesuit University in them, Kresa translated Euclid’s Elements
Olomouc into Spanish (printed in Brussels, 1689).

In 1682 Kresabecame Professor of Hebrew — Kresa’s most important work, Analysis spe-
atthe Theological Faculty of Olomouc Uni-  ciosa trigonometriae sphericae..., was pub-
versity and taught Mathematics at the Phil-  lished posthumously in Prague in 1720 —
osophical Faculty in the years 1682-1684. Kresa was the first to introduce algebraic
Kresa’s next workplace was the Philosoph- ~ sums into trigonometry.

ical Faculty in Prague. As noted in the of-

ficial diary of the Rector of the college and ~ Gone, but not forgotten

schools of the Society of Jesus in Olomouc, ~ In 1714, after his second stay in Spain,
P. Jiti Weis, SJ, on November 11, 1685 Kresa returned to his alma mater, the Jes-
Kresa arrived in Olomouc from Prague, uit College in Brno, where he died on July
and on November 13 he visited the estate 28, 1715 and was buried in the crypt of the
of the Olomouc Jesuit College in Rokytnice  local Jesuit Church of the Assumption of
near Pierov together with the Pater Re-  the Virgin Mary (his remains are still kept
gent (the head of the Jesuit Convictorium).  in a glass coffin, alongside P. Martin Stfe-
Meanwhile the Jesuit P. Paolis arrived in  da, SJ, one of the leading defenders of Brno
Olomouc and informed Kresa that he was against the Swedes in 1645). Jakub Kresa
being sent to the Jesuit College in Brnoand  rightlyis one of the European scholars who
ordered to stay there until continuingalong  stood at the beginnings of modern natural

his journey to Spain. science. On October 9, 2015, the Smrzice
Municipality unveiled a renewed com-
In Madrid and Cadiz memorative plaque on the front facade of

Kresa’s mathematical and cartographi-  the house where according to tradition
cal renown, along with his competence in ~ once stood the family farm of P. Jakub
languages and theology, convinced his su-  Kresa, SJ.
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Marko Petsiukh | Volodymyr Malskyid:Marian Kurylo
Three theologians, preparing for the priesthood at the Sts Cyril and Methodius Faculty of Theology and the Olomouc seminary,
who came to Olomouc from the Ukrainian Greek Catholic eparchy in Stryi in western Ukraine. This year, they are preparing to
conclude their six-yearstudy of Eastern Liturgy and Spirituality, a portion of which was financed by the Olomouc Archbishopric.

HaBuaHHa B Onomoyu,i — BigKpuTi gBepi ana oceitn

Ak ons nac, Onomoyy, € 00HUM 3 HALLOUB08UNCHUX micm. [Tepe6y-
8a104U 6 HLOMY , MU 6i0UY6AEU NPA3LKY BeNUUHICMY | 600HOUAC
Mmopascoke ymupomeoperts. Bpaxenv 6azamo, momy nouremo
no nopsoxy: Apximexmypa. Lle wjoco Heiimosipie, 8 00HOMY Mi-
CMi € MOMAUBICMY 3AXONTINBAMUCH PI3HOPIOHUMU POHMAaHAMU
6 cmuni 6apokKo ma sexcamu kameopu cé. Baynaea, my i, 36ic-
Ho, Henepesepuiena Konona Ilpecesmoi Tpiiiyi, kompa ciste aK
i 80eHb, max i 88euepi y camomy uenmpi micma ma wie 6azamo
IHUUX KYIbMYPHUX NaAM AMHUKIE, Kompi 36aeauyiomv UiHHy
icmopito OnomosyA.

Ocsima. Mu senvmu 60suni Bozy, w0 maemo moxnusicmo
HABUAMUCL Y UbOMy uusomy 3axnadi 6 Onomoyui. Jaxyroqu
0CBiMeHUM 8UKNA0AAM, NOYUHAEMO PO3YMIMU AKICMb NOOaH-
Hs Hayku. Kpim 3aexc0u ei0kpumux ma 00cmynuux 015 1106020
cmyOdenma 0ibniomex 3 WANEHOI KiNbKiCMI0 KHUXCOK, HAC 0Yice
miwumo 6i0kpumicme ma 20MoeHicmv 8uKnA0A4i6 cnisnpa-
yroeamu 3i cmydenmamu. Iniyiamuea nposedena cmydenmom
HIKOJIU He ieHOPYEMbCSA, 8 IHUOMY 8UNAOKY 0eNiKAmHO NOSICHIO-
EMbCA HEMONUBICMY ux 4u inuux 0itl. IlJodo poseumxky in-
MenexmyanvHux MOXKIUB0Ccmeti mym 6iokpumi 0eepi 014 6¢ix,
npocmo mpeba 6ymu mpiwiku Ginvus 8i08axHUM ma timu 00
c80€l Yini.

TTroou. Troou mym inakwi...womy? Ha ue 6ananvHe numants
€ npocma 6i0n06id0b — menmanvricmo. Y 6azamvox pedeil Hawsi
noensiou 36iearomuvcs ane 8 0esKUX peuax Mu He MOxemo Oymu
HACMINbKU 0eMOKPAMUYHI AK e NPOABTAEMbCA Y €6PONetiis.

Studies in Olomouc:
The doors are open to education

For us, Olomouc is a most unusual city. We feel the grandeur
of Prague here, but at the same time the peace and quiet of
Moravia. So many impressions, so let’s place them in order: Ar-
chitecture. That a single town could so captivate us... by diverse
Baroque fountains... the towers of St Wenceslas Cathedral... the
unsurpassed Holy Trinity Column, shining day and night in the
very centre of town... and the list of cultural monuments goes on,
emerging from the rich and uncommon history of Olomouc.

Education. We are enormously grateful to God that we can
study at the theological faculty in Olomouc. Thanks to the ex-
cellent teachers here, we are beginning to fully understand the
materials presented. In addition to all the open libraries and the
unbelievable amount of books available to any student, we are
grateful for the openness and willingness on behalf of the teach-
ers to cooperate with students. They never ignore any initiative
on the students’ part, sometimes only explaining why something
cannot be done. When talking about developing one’s intellectu-
al capabilities, the doors are open to everyone. It only takes a lit-
tle courage in order to reach one’s goals.

People. Yes, they are different here. Why? There is a simple
answer to that simple question: the mentality. On some ques-
tions, we share the same opinions; but on other questions, we are
not able to be as democratic in our views as Central Europeans.
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“W'ﬂﬂuvlnﬂmm Il TECEng na Unfesrzita Falackino —

| have taught and studed at this universsy for over 20 years. | am proud to De
associased with i and fully support the ChanceBor and administration in
CORdEMAING racist and nationalst rietor; and behaviour | am an immigrant
el and hive hopes that Pakacky Universty will continue 10 be a muth-culturad
ineSectual cantie for academic exceBence in the hear of Europe
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WScmncefwokans

You are holding in your hands

the paper version of Palacky
University's Zurndl. Pages with
letters and pictures. A classic.

A tradition. A beauty. But the world
is no longer limited to what we

hold in our hands. We are virtual.
We are on the net. We write on-

line, and they write on-line about
us. Look up the page - Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube — and many more.
That's fine. We can know about each
other, we can talk with one another,
and we can shorten our longing for
the next paper beauty... together. So
come with us to the net.

Ivana Pustéjovskd
UP Media Editor-in-Chief
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Olomouc; Astronomical Clock
photo: Kristyna Erbenova

“In the name of Palacky University, | would like to express our
deep concern for those who were affected by the terrorist attacks
in Paris. The goal of terrorism is to cripple society by fear. We will
not let that happen!”

Prof Jaroslav Miller, UP Rector




Endowment Fund
of Palacky University

What do we do?

We provide support to international research and artistic activities carried out by our students.
We organise educational activities focussing on communication and popularisation of science.
We provide contributions of up to 200,000 CZK without administrative burdens.

We collaborate with leading experts.

We are one-of-a-kind in the Czech Republic. Join us!

We search for global solutions together.

www.fond.upol.cz
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